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MESSA GE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

e e —

Another newsletter, hooray for us! | hope the wind is to
your back and your coat is long enough to cover your bull. Nice
weather out here in the great state of Washington, just great, an
early spring helps the soul.

As of late, I've been asked what motivates me to be
involved in contests. ['ve got something like 93 under my bell, or
notches on my chainsaw, If you prefer. First, let me say that any
carver who lives in the stark black and white humorless world of
strict financial gain, stop now! Read no further, it won't help you
o understand. As for the rest of the guys and gals, 1 tell ya, by
1890 when our Gulld was much smaller | had carved In over 30

contests. To go through all the BS 1o get there, just so you could
sleep in your truck. be at it early, carve like & madman all day,
sleep in your truck again, carve all day again, not sell anything,
lose, and go home broke, well “duh” something had to give.
Carvers had 1o get something, | mean "heck”, we were the show.
S0, when | ran into Jim McBroom at the Coho mote! in Westport,
'Wa on that fateful July Day in 1930 and he asked what it would
take io have a contest, | said “wood, carvers and prize maney”,

We had seven carvers, nice wood and we spiit the prize
money evenly, (In fact we split the prize money evenly between
all carvars for the first thrae years)

| 'was the spearhead for sura (or lightning rod would be
more appropriate), But ! had a chance to do it right and by golly
do it right and proper from the get go!! And as they say,
"opportunily meeting praparation equals good luck™. | had sat
around a campfire or truck hood with carvers enough times and
listenad 1o the pissing and moaning and orying and did my fair
share, too, | might add. Westport got rolling and | did everything
wilhin my power to make It happen. 'l tell you, | didn’t quit high
Fohool W organize very lame intemational sculpture contasts, but
it happenad along fhe way!

Qur club and the newsletter put the word out to the world
of earvers, and the town of Westport has come through year after
year. It is the perfect location for this show. Many contesls have
started and died here in the Morthwest and in other parts of the
country, it seems three years are the life cycle's. If they make it
past that mark, there is a good chance they will survive.

As for my mothvation, | figured that if you did the bast you
could and didn't give in to the eynics, well there you go, don't give
up. A good contest is not just show up, carve, then leave. I
done properly it is a chance lo expand your carving world, to
network, to sell your work, 1o make something real cool and push
your limits, te leam how to utilize your saw as efficiently as is
possible and give of yourself, 1o make something happen. The
pay beck will always ba good, financially, spirtually. and morally.
S0, get off your butl and do a cortest] If for no other reason then
you did it instead of talking about it. Alyong can flap their jaws!
Bye Bye o

Steve Backus

LET  TERS

RENEWALS
Hope everyone |5 doing fine. Keep up
the good work. My albows have been
giving out! Hope they hold up or at 15
years of carving, that may be it,
Jdotin Paratts
il W

EDITORS MOTE:

Tendenitis? Sore glbows? Tryextra
suppliments of wiiamin B complex. Some have
had grest success, affer just 8 few day the pain
goes away or |3 grestly reduced.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS
| entered my first competition,
Seplember 1887, Michigans 1st chainsaw
canving competition.  After 3 month
experience, | placed &th, hall of a point off
5th place, out of 19 carvers, 100%
chainsaw work, This year Il be entering 3
Michigan competitions and aiming for 1st
place,
Joel Qstrander
Cseads, M

EDITORS MOTE:

-Joel, cangratulations on such a fine
perfarmance, for your first contest

This ig the first I've heard of the Michigan
contest, If anyons has any photos and
Infermation, please send it in. Also, | would like
the dates and Information of the three cther
Michigan competitions, if anyane has them.

NEW MEMBERS

Chris Westwood Tukwila, Washingten
Josl Ostrander Oscada, Michigan
Robert Plerce Crescant City, Califormia
Phillip Finton Belfair Washington

The Cutting Edge iz published bimealhly by the. Cascade
Chaireaw Seulptors Guild, a Washinglon Stale, independert
nenprofll organizaiion devoled to the advance of chainsnw ad
power sculplure.  Acthifies of the COSGE includs sculplure
confests and shows, The Citing Edge newsksier, and varkus:
:I:frlnm“nm Membership is $30 00 a year and opan
The Cutthng Edge
5 odited
8110 Scafchet Head Foad * Clinlen, WA S9258
380 331-5150 or 380V 5TS-T811

emall grossch@whidbey.cam

by Jessle Grosschen, asst. aditor, Pat Moy
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Crucifix
fvan Meaigus
Langhay, WA

The symbol of the
crucifix appeared to me
during the lime | was
making & series of
sculpiures made of
wedges that are chain
sawexd when freas arg
felled. After always
hawving fived in big cities, |
had moved to Whidbay
Island, WA in 1984 to a
property that was
surrounded by trees
When I first moved to the
Island, each moming, |
would thank the trees for
their relationship | fell
with my envirgnment, |
heard the sound of chain
sawing. Lipon my endguiry
I found that 40 acres was
in the procass of belng
clearcul. Needless to say
1 felt invaded and
helpless ta change the
damage and hurt that
was done to the trees and
surrounding nature. After
the dust had settled |
gathared in the wedges

souiptures, one being the
CRUCIFIX.

The Crucifix to me
is a symixol of suffering.
To be crucified is one of the most painful means of
execullon created by the human race. It is also a symbol of
hepa in thal suffering can give us the insight 10 compassion,
and extend to each other acceptance, lolerance, and
understanding. The Crucifix can be & symbol of truth in that
war, starvation, and suffering will no longer be tolerated by
the numan race. Perhaps, it is unreafistic to consider sech
jdeals. and that such changes are passible. | hope that this
wirk can reach out and help others understand that the
CRUCIFIX =-a symbol of hope, oplimism, peace, and a
o [oving world.

UPDATE: The work was purchased by donations of the
congregation of the Lutheran Church in Freeland, WA, With
the help of the owner of the property, Debwa Waterman,
seadlings wera planted, and the land s recovering. The
schools are presently the custodians of the land, and |'am
happy o report that the fand is fooking good and |s receiving
much tender loving cara (TLC).

Waad aeeemblage, Height 108",
Width 53", Depth 127,

and hegan a senes of five |

Saw Dust & Sand at Ocean
Shores, June 27 & 28

Ready for & little Carving Cross Pollination? Ocean Shores
has added Chainsaw Carving to their Sand Sculpture
Contest weekend. Ooean Shores will be having 2 first time
chalnsaw carving exhibition at the Ocean Shores convention
center. Artisls may bring finished work for sale and may sell
or keap all work done at the exhibition. A carvers auction will
be held.

Ocean Shores |s the host of the Norh Wesl Sand Sculpture
Open, featuring the winners of Ihe Cannen Beach,
Longbeach, Portland and Wenelchee Contest. Chainsaw
carving seemed a natural compliment Lo the sand sculpture
contest, | figured that folks that like sand sculpture will also
like: chainsaw canving as well.

Ocean Shores will provide some wood, hotel reoms (Fri. &
Sat night) and show up $% provided, but these are limited.
(Think Westport in it's first year). |f you'd like 1o attend
please call to reserve you space. If you'd like to try your
hand at the sand sculpiure competition, it starts 2t 8 AM on
Saturday, with a $1000 prize for 151 place.

Interested artists please contact:
Bert Adams  360/574-2378  SandSculpt@transporl.com

Pat McWay 380 578-TB1
Steve Backus  360/570-3574

Sand Sculpture
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Stihls’ Australian National
Chainsaw Carving
Competition

Kevin Gilders
North Clayfon, Victoria, Ausfralis

ur 4th competition produced a rising standard and good
variaty of work by & carvers from across Australia.
Once again the chainsaw carving was a huge
attraction at the Alernative Farming Expo and sponsor
satisfaction would seem to indicate long term continued
involvement,

The masterpiece 8 hour canving was won by portrait
specialist John Brady (his 4th title) with a lifelike carving of
Australian cricket great, Sir Don Bradman,

Second place Kevin Gilders decided against golng *head to
head” with John by hiding his subjects face behind a plle of boxes,

Rob Sheehan placed third with a wildlife scene of fur and
feathers.

Best Movice carver was won by Morberto Sacramento, an
Ice Garver al his first sttempt at this new medium of timber. His
eagle carving showed a bold dramatic siyle and he is certain to
improve his standing with experience.

Cther subjects carved were the Ausralian coat of arms by
B.) Gentry, a John Deere traclor by John Mangan, a love Seat by
Frofessor David Hay and 2 of the 3 wise mankeys by our lady carver
Angela Palglaze.

Jovhn Brady with cricket great, Don Rradn Coat of arms by 8.0 Cheitry,
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Organizing Yourself

Grace Dowiing
Hesperia, CA

ello fellow carvers! | thought |'d write on

the subject of making money. | don't Know

about you guys, but | offen struggle with
paying the bills, especially from January to about now.
Maybe I'm still too amateur, but a few kindly carvers
have shared soma of their secrats of success with me
along the way...

Hal Macintosh of upstate New York, "get a
FAX machine, they're invaluable ® Well, | finally got
one, and its paid for itself several imes over in the
first few months, | also use it for making copies of
sketches 've done for customers, | can take the
coples culside and tack them up 1o view for reference.
From R.L. Blair in Califomnia, Sjust keep plugging away
and your earvings will Improve, it also helps to leam
to draw well.” From A.J. Lutter, “aim high, put all that
you've got into it, (and don't be afraid to hif 2 wall}.* A
litthe skde note here, A is now the proud owner of
what was formerly Lammy Jensen's shop up in Brainerd,
Minn. We all wish you greal success!
| leamed about carving palm wood from a

fellow carver down in the Palm Springs area, who also
shared this tid bit about carver, Steve Blanchard,
Steve can write! He co-authored a song with David
and Khall Kealer and is now working on a motion
picture screen play that invelves & carver in the story,
and may possibly be produced by Disney piciures.
Adright Steve! Hey Blanchard, how about sharing
some pointers for us newsletter fans?

Jorry & Harriel Mulr, thanks for the
encouragement amd spirtual counseling, | think its
regily zpacial that Jesuc warked with and carved wood
too. God doesnt close one door withowt opaning
another, you just hava lo look for i1,

As for some mere helps; soon afler buying my

truck, I'd gotten a couple of winyl magnetic signs for
the doors, Peopie have called me that saw me doing
earvings in front of cabins and going down the
freeway, plus it gives you a more professional
appaarance. Don't skimp on impontant things ke
having a phone, answering machine and business
cands, |'ve also been leaming not 1o price things too
Jowe (peopie will think there's something wrong with
your carvings). Taka a (ithle care wilh your personal
appearance as well 85 your setting.  Smile and be
jovial. You will find that people buy from you

because... 1. They like the carvings. 2. They like the §

carver. 3. You have confidence in your talenl, so
they do too, (You're sefling the arist as well as the
arl)

It happened that a business owner up at Lake
Armrowhead =ald to me {o hurry up and catch this lady
customer because she'd said thal she wamnted something
carved for one of her houses. She and | chatled In the
parking lot for 15-20 minuies. She looked familiar but |
never asked her about it. Well, in the course of
conversation she mentloned what she really wanted was
some sor of sign with the family name on L | gidn't think
that | was capable, 50, | referred her to another carver.
Later, | went back inlo the store and the owner asked me
how | did. | told him that | referred her to another
carverisign maker. He looked at me like | was nuts, “you
told Lisa Marie Presley to go to someone elsel?" Oh, |
guess | don't wateh enough TV. Anyhow, the maral of this
sad, but frue story 15 10 be confident in your abilities. You
can always enlist help later, if needed, | should've said
“Sure, | can dothall® And so should you. Well | hope this
helped somebody. God bless you all, your friend Grace,

PS. Are there any good camvers in Utah? Please
contact me about some work there, Call Woodiot Whimsey,
76807 244-0147.

Grace canving the top figure of fer
at Westport, 1997,
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Results from the 6th Annual
Mothers Day Contest held in
Sequim, WA

ver twelve carvers participated in the Sequim
0 annual event held in conjustion with the Irigation
Festival.
This years winner, Sasha Safanov for his hand with
& baby. 2Znd went to Clint Whitbeck of Poulsbo, WA for his
seals, 3rd, John Peraita, Olalla, WA, bunny rabbits, 4th,
David Whilbeck, Poulsbo, WA, bears.
The contest was held in the Safeway parking lol.
Mext year the contest will be held with the twoe day logging
show. Sponsorship was by local businesses.  Also thare
might be another Sequim contest held later in the summer,
1909, See ya next year!

4t Place, David Whitbeck
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3rd place finisher, Jobn Peralta
shows us humor and some
oufiness with his acrobatic rabhis,

Dennis Chastain of Forks
rasfing his frand on his
graceful endry,
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CHAIN BAR

REPAIRING

9425 SE Johnson Creek Blvd. » Portland, OR = 97222

Custom Bar Manufacturing
and Complete Repair Service

Bill Davenport 503-774-4266

CARVING BARS &

Available in:
12" $60.00
14" $64.00
187 $68.00
18" $72.00

Cliparter Tip or Dirme Tip {Dime Tip for 174 pitch chein onbyl)

Beginners Special

Poulan Pro 250E Electric Chainsaw
14" Quarter tip Carving Bar and Chain

Low profile 3/8 chain for a low
$150-complete
other electric models available

New Armorplate Carvin% Bars
Hardens as you use it and doesn't get brittle!

Also carvers who won the carving bars in the contests,
send in your gift certificates

Bill Davenport » 503-774-4266
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INTERNATIONAL
WOOD SCULPTURE

COMPETITION

WESTPORT 98

The BIGGEST and most PRESTIZOUS carving contest in the word!l]

The 8th annual In ional Wood Sculpture Competition at Westpor, Wa, will happsn on July 30, 31, Aug, 1.2

TIME: The carvers will have 20 hours spread over 4 days to carve wood that can be up to 3 feet in diameter and 7 feat
long. Bui it's your choice on the size you want, Bite off as much as you can chew ... with your tools thatis! All types of
tools accepted. The theme is nautical. The sculpture is yours to keep ai the end of the contest|

WOOD: Sitka Spruce  ENTRY FEE: The 45 minute quick carve contest held each day. Ordonate a small carving 1o the
auction each day or pay 550 each day. The donated carving cannot be counted towards the quick carve prizes.

PRIZE MONEY: Jodges Vote: 1st: 2500 and Stihl chainsaw, 2nd: $1000, 3rd: $800, 4th: §500, 5TH: $350, &th: $300, Tth:
£250, Sth: $200, Sth: $150, 10th: $100. Peoples Choice: 1st $300, Novice Division, $200 plus a Stinl chainsaw. Quick
Carve contest each day. 1st Place, $250 plus & chainsaw, Znd place $100, 3rd $75. The guick carve contes! on Saturday,
the 15t prize will be $500 sponsored by Cowboy Boly's Restaurant.

SIGNING UP and MORE INFO: Please contacl Steve Backus, 360/ 578-3574, 1o let him  know you are coming or send in
your entry form. i you would like to be in the Program plesse send in your entry form and bio with & photograph by July 1
1088, Also tool companies, wood product sellers, galleries owners, ete, The program book is & good fime to advertise. Ad

Prices, Full page, $100, 1/2 paga, 50, 1/4 page, $30, Business Card, 520, Contact Pat Movay if you would llke to put an
| ad n, 3500 5T0-T811. Deadiine Juky 1, 1988,

MNEW: FOR THE 15T TIME!N This year thare will ba a Womans Daision: Please contact Judy McWay for more info.,
390 268-08038.

- Madl entry forms to; CCSG, 5110 Scatehe! Head Road, Clinton, WA 88238, Deadline for program is July 1, 1588,

1 NAME: DIVISION, PRO____NOVICE____ WOMANS_____
;

! ADDRESS:

- TELEFHONE #

I: OO YOU WANT YOUR ADDRESS AND TELEFHOME # TO BE LISTED IN THE PROGRAM: YES: MO

LuRITE IN THE SPAGE BELOW WHAT YU WANT TO APPEAR [N THE PROGRAM (ABOUT YOURSELF and YOUR WORK).
PLEASE SEND PHOTO AS WELL, ATTACH ANOTHER SHEET IF NECESSARY

- o e ]

- ——
|
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hittp:ivww buyused.com catalags more than 50,000 fers for safe by
deslers of Used rachiteny and equipment, There's also mlamabon cn mors
Sian 5,000 "sesandary markel’ dealers

Mational Museum of Women in the Arts: If a woman artist has bad ane
solo exhiodion she is gualified o be ncluded in the NEWA Librany and
Reseich Center’s Archives of Women Asists |t sed by ant histonans,
artists, students and museum stafl. A $10 fee i required o eglabbich a file.
Call 2027 TEI-S000,

Air Powernd Stone Carving Sels: Everylhing you nesd bo gel stared ata
speoial it price of $375.  Trow and Holden Co. 8007 25143545

Scuipture Northwest: & published bimenibiy by the Norfwesl Stone
Seufplors Association, 8 Washinglon Siate monpralil professional
orgumn Mambership is 34047, Mewsietier subscriptions only 520 425

Slandard Abrasives All knds of aanding stull, Including sanding cones, -
S18-T18-TO70

OPFPORTUNITIES

OMNALINE link 16 af coBeciors worldeide. For mone information call Arispasics
al 1500222002

CALL FOR ARTISTS: The Seatte Arls Commession ks seskng arist Tor four
P puiblic Bt projects. The projecks include a comméssioned artwork st the
Cily's new Water Quality Lab; @ commissiored wark af the park at S58h and
Fhnney and mare, Al have various budgets, deadlines, and eliginilty. For
prospacius call Seatfle Arts Commission al 2067 584-7171.

BETTY BOWEN AWARDS: Jury swands for emmerging 2 & 3-D ariist in WA,
OR, ID. Send wides of & pleces, mask backgrourd ta Vick H., SAM. POR
20, Sealtle, WA 58122, Deadine, Uncloar,

PUBLICATIONS

Bfied Arts of Whaloom County Newslafar 360 676854

Ans Gouncd of Srohamish County's. Washington Slate, Oppaduniies for
Antisds, I06 2500080

Bainbridge Island Ars snd Humanities Councl's Arf Mews 206/ BAZ-E5,
‘Warshinglon Shate.

Weodvorker Waat, & Bl-monthy publcation fo promole crafsmarsbip in
woochwor king throughout the Wiestem U5, 3106 358-5831, email.
acfhor@aacdwnat oom

Chip chate. Nafionad Woodearers magazine 311 ayear. PO Bon 3218,
Cincirnali, OH S243

THE

WDODGARVER WHI-'T"TLEE'

Bailey's, A good Ine of canving tools, 1-800-28ALEY

Grizzly Tools East 1-800-523-4777 or West 1-800-551 5537 B
Husquama Chainsaws 1-800-4038- 7257

Stihl Chainsaws 780000 STIHL

King Arthur's Tosls Chaineaw candng fools. affachments for grnders 1-
BO0-B47- 1200

Lab Safety & Supply Safely Equipment 1-800-355-0783
Mitcheall Graphics Color pholo business cards, poshers, rochures, Bic.
Your graphic neads, 1-B00.841 5793

Van Dyke's Taxdemy supphes, ayes, eio, 1-B00.843.3320
MISG inustnal Supply Catslog 1-B00-845-7270

SOURCES FOR 1/4 PITCH SPROCKETS

Rick Barbero Distributing Whakem pich sprockels, Clarosilie, Tesas 1-
BO0E 44551 saie anly SOB! 342-5061

Raobert Guinn manufactures cusfo

Hawkins Bros. Service Center Poolan, Homedts, Husgearme, 573588
4731, Days, 573-883-2441, Everangs

 MISCELLANEOUS

FREE USE Of GOMPUTER: Sealtio, Artist Trust offers arfista ree use of
their e Mac computar and printer. Call Chrigting for an eppoirément a1
06 A5T-BT.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE
Juna B, Carving festival at Ocean Shores, WA, Contact Don o
April Etue, 360/ 5378850,

lizalmi, Finland  Chainsaw Carving contesl. 12th Annual. Twa
D=y svent. Contact Harri Leinola, lisalmi City Tourist Office,
Kauppakatu 2Z, T4100 I|Salami, Finland, Tel 358-17-8301-223,
FAX, 358-17-825-T80, email harri keinctadlisaimi fi

JULY{AUGUST

Julby 30, 31, Aug. 142 The Sth International WoodCarving
Contest, The Big Onei at Westport, Washington. Contact Steve
Backus 360/ 579-3574. 38500 In prize money

) RO

TEIL

O A ™S AW
CHRVER




Address Phene Fax Email

City, State, Zip N
To gel to know you pleass compiede the following:
Yoars sculpting with a sawT Type of wood and size;
My best types of work are;
You are: Full time carver _______ Part time carver, MNovice Fan of the arthorm
RemarksiComments

Sawdust in my eyes...
An observation

Recently, | had the pleasure of sharing a booth at
the Porland Log Home show with guild members Pat
Mchfay, Susan Miller and Kerry Hargand (Great show
guyst)

Thére were several canvers at the show, some
canving, some digpiaying and sefing. vnhile walking thru
the displays, | approached one booth and introduced myself
and had & brieil comeersation with a carvars wife. At the
end of the comversation she said something that astounded
me. Her husband was the only talented canver there and all
thi others were just hackars, At this | tumed and sald
“have a nice day” and left.

I thought about her statemant for a while and it
occured to me that the beauty of carving was o the
enjoyment it would bring, whether the enjoyment was the
carver doing the piece, the observer watching it be created,
of the person purchasing that piece. (Mot to mention the
canvers joy at selling it)

To that end | say "Carve on Dudes”, and enjoy
yourselves, Hopafully, that woman, will look at others work
wilh a new perspeciive

Bill Davenpord

Chain Bar Repairi :

Bortiand m“m; i Karmy Hargand, Mt. 51 Halens, WA, one of the parficipants in the
World of Log Homes show held i Partland, CR.
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memmmummmmmmhw Bailey's, A good ine of carving tooks, 1-800-388ILEY
degfers of used mashinery and equipment There's aiso Information an mong

than 5000 “secondary mankes” dealers. Grizzly Tools East 1-800-523-4777 or Wiest 1-800-541 5537
Mational Mussum of Women in the Arts: & woman arfist has had one Husgvarna Chainsaws | -800-4928-7267

sailo exhibifion she s qualified ko be inchided i the NMWA Library and St Chainsaws T-E00-43 STIHL

Ressarch Canber's frchives on Women Artists. | ts used by ant historians,
7 ey I RNV F hliz b

>4 DOH GHRIN SAW CARVING |
Hﬂnntllnﬂ:ns

el = Woodsman 12° Bar $63.00
2 of moe {ma} . . SBU0D

= Echo Carving Packags
= Makita Eleciric Packaps

VBIT US 0N THE INTERMET = 1 Sprock,ala
e www b By sen
i Do b Y ot ok ey, T * 30 Minube o To"
Az i mpindg ey o Careng Yiden

E-hak oy O bhaioy .00

New Member, RE PIB\I'E‘E._-‘ of Crescent Giiy , CA, sent . Wath Dunsions i Galilirsss & Tantessen
uz this photo of ong of his sculpfures. - ORDER TOLL FREE — We'll Ship You ASAP

1-800-322-4539

ADVERTISING RATES

GOOD RATES

IRECT MARKETING
FULL PAGE $100
HALF PAGE $55 E z
QUARTER PAGE %30 B110 Scatchet Head Rd.
BUSIMESS CARD $20 Clinton, WA 88236

TEXT CLASSIFIED $10 for 25 words

Liere e K

e Cutting Edge
Mext issue, June

eszie Groeschen i |
110 Scatchet Head RD., Clinton, WA S8236




