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PRESIDENT S

MESSAGE

Steve Backus
Whidbay [sland, WA

ella my friends, today was a greal day, A

wake for Charles Koch, fellow carver, was

the order of the day end a fine ane it was.

He died of cancer. He had carvings io

findsh right up to the end. A lot of you folk's
didr't know Charles and some thal did wara kind of
snaoly about his shyle, | invite vou cordially 10 go pee
up a mope. | admired the way he marched to the beat
of hiz own drum! | had the good fotuna to know him
in the circle of carvers and in the circle of friends on
South Whidbey lsland! His life touched many and
now bie is gone. | did the manly thing and cried inmy
truck on the way home. This year al Westpor the
contest will be in his memony. Lova yva dude, se you
later!

Back to business, s happaning, Wasiport
Iz here. So many things have coms logather to make
it happen, that it just blow's me away. 10 years!l A
decadal Al your fingers. Howewver you add it up here
e are, Why does [his contest prosper and grow,
when 50 many have faled?  The clues are wiltén all
aver tha pages of tha Cutting Edge
You see the basic philosephy of this contest

15 camvers first, canvers first and lastly, carvers first. It
is & surprisingly simple concept. Wary few rules, so
thera is no need of 2 carvar pabce, Us carvers make
it happen. If's true when the logging ruck show's up
i the mioming most carvers help cut wood, this
maka's quite a differance. We depand on no culside
farce’s thus no oneto lat us down. Plus, the fact it's
first come first serve on the wood. Every cnce ina
while va gotta slap the hand of a greedy litftle piggy
carver bul not ofter.  This town is the parfect venue
for this show. Everyone shows initiative and fexibility
to make it happan bul most importantly the carvers
are reated right. | cannaot express enough how
Impartant this 5. 11 5 a placa to discus the future of
our art. & tirme o reflect on the past, of shoulders we
have steod on fo be able to wew farther than our own
exparience would allow, OF meating fellow carvers of
many strpas, some passibly bacoming ofd friends on

down |ifes wandering path, But firsl ya golta maet each
ather, thug the Waestport contest here in its 10th year is an
opperunity for many paths to cross. And on down the
road whoever won that year tades a bit but you sure
remembar someona you Fked and got along with. Ya' il
can have as much fun as you want. Carve something cool
maybe win, place ar show, you might mest someone who
was copying your idea ten years before you even started
carving. The possibilifies are endless.

Steve Backus.

NEW MEMBERS

Jim Clark
Marcey Sievers
Dave Stephens

Manilla, 1A
Valles Mines, MO
Gig Harbor, WA

The Cutltimg Edge is publizhed bimonthly by the Cas-
cagde Chainsaw Sculptors Guild, & Washingion State,
incapendant nonprofit organization devoted fo the ad-
vance of chainsaw and power sculpture. Activities of
tha CCSG include sculpiure contests and shows; The
Cutting Edge newslettar, and various other member
sanvices. Membarship s $20.00 a year and open 12 all,
The Cufling Edge

is edited by Jessie Groaschean,

asst. editor, Pat McWay

5612 Dsprey Lana * Frealand, WA BE249

360 331-5150 or 3607 57T9-7811

amail groeseh@whidbay com
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NORTHERN REFLECTIONS

Rob Fords
Agassiz, Brtish Columbia
n response 1o Sleve Backus's encouragement
within the Januarny/February "Message form the
President”, | have decided to give birth to a new
addifion to the Cuifing Edge. "Martharn
Reflections” will include my version of the
Canadian perspective on the an of chainsaw carving. As
well as sharing my thoughls as a relative rookie carver, |
would like to include photographs of canvings from
various iocation in British Columbia.  Hopefully | can
aspire to the angoing quality of the ather contributers,
making the Cufting Edge my favorite plece of journalsm.
| will bagin at my beginning. 've always enjoyed
ant, especially carvings, but like most never dare test my
creativa side. i was a typical Canadian holiday._we wernt
to the statas. Specifically the Oregan Coast, in the early
nineties, and witnessed first hand the act of canving with &
chainsaw, 3eeing the steps in the process made the
beautiful finished placas a little less intimidating, and was
probably the key lo me giving it a try. | bought a cute bear
cub (10 inch size) at Brian McEneny's shop in Seal Rock,
That was the best $50 | ever spant,
| had an akd Husky powarsaw with an 18" bar that
| had usad dunng a brief stint of kogaing 1o pay for "highsar
educatlon”. With that saw and Brian's bear | began
camnving ugly renditions of Brians quality, As awiul as my
firzet haare ware, tha family loved tham and | wan first
prize at cur local fall fair. Wheopee! | was hooked. The
Dusiness was starmed and the tax deductions pourad in,
Ag | aceurmulated tooks and carings my accountant
accurnulated gray hairs and worry lines. Over the vears
cinea | have actually sold a kot of carvings, but 'm still
anjoying the progress in guality thal comes with being
fairly new to something. Just a few years ago | went back
to fird where | kad bouwght that bear. | needed another
Six", There it was Seal Rock, and low and behold the
artist was at work, What luck! 1 introduced myself to
Brian, showed him my light weight albem and proceeded
iz absorb as much information as | could. it was Brian
McEneny who have me a copy of the Culting Edge
leading me 1o all you wonderful people. by retum trip to
Oregon was fraitful in that while Inspired | envisicned a
carnving idea that | compbeted after returming home and
that carving is till oy favorite to date. | belleve that all
carvers banefit greatly by seeing other paople’s work,
especially at thalr shops.
One | recalved the Cutting Edge | traveled to
Sedro Woolay in 1338 ta view Rocky MacArthur's

competition. What a great show! Bul even mere
impressive was the warm resposne | receivad from Pat
McVay and Steve Backus. Al their insistence | decided
then and there Wesport was for me. The whaole Wespord
axpenaenca was greal | met a lot of super peopée,
lzarnead something about the competition aspect of
carving and was satisfled with my first contest entry! My
only regret, | didn't set the bar high encugh! (A sporting

_h-"'l-".:"‘ ' {

[

Hob Forde working an his Wesiport piece,

metaphor, nothing to do with powersaws.] 1999 will ke
different, I'm counting the days until August,

Currantly 've sold hall my chiropractic practice as
of May o allow me more time 1o carve. My current
canng goal ks to work my way up into the pro division by
newt year, Weastpon 20000 In the future 'd like o host a
compatition shmifar to those I'va seen in Washington,

Well, that brings us 1o to the present day. 'l talk
to you soon, through the pages of The Culiing Edge

Or. Rob Farde s chainsaw carver, chiropracior, and
maotnvational speaker Agassiz, BC, Canada,
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SEDRO WOOLEY
CONTEST RESULTS

Pat M ¢ Vay
Whidbey lsland, Washington
he 4th of July brought soma new public art to
a small town. Mastled in the foot hills of the
Cascade Mountains in the northeastern part of
Washington state, Sedro Wooley has for the
last 100 years, relied on logging from the abundant
forests arcund it Like alot of small towns, things have
changed lately. Loggins is restricted and monay is
hard 12 come by. Recently, tourism was looked at as a
new means of income. For 64 years, the annual
“LoggerRodec” has afways been a good draw on the
dth of July weekend, [t's the longest running logging
contast in state, 4 years ago local carver Rocky
MacArthur added a woodcarving competition to it. But
the impact of the 3 day contest goes beyond just that
weskend, Each year, the LoggerRoden association
buys two of the contest pieces and they are place in
prominent lacations around town, Localk merchants
are encouraged 1o do the same and now there are
SEVeral sculplures along the streeets, gracng the front
of their establishments. Along with several of Rocly's
pleces, the tonw now sports eleven large woodcanings
around the town...It's becoming a tourist attraction, and
the town is getting to be know as a place to viit and
sea large wood sculpture depicting norhwest history
and wildlife,

The businesses are realising that often
someona stops 1o lake a photo at a carving near their
door and the newsxt thing you know, the folks come in
and shop around or have a bite fo eat.

Rocky, with tots of help from his wife Emily,
provided fine hospitality and some beautiful wood again
this year. 8 long x 3" diameter red cedar. This year's
winners were st Conrad Sandoval, 2nd, Steve
Backus. 3rd: Phil Finton. 4th: Casey Young

The contest is planned again for next year whean
no doubt the town will add a few more pieces to its Fak
growing collection. Conrad Sandoval of Exstem Washington pulling

o the Winming toushes,
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LEFT: Steve Backus carves tha ghost of a logger, fish,
books, eagle, ying amd yang symbal. punclicalion marks,
garbage can, fish skelelon, logoing equiprment, fofem pola,
and i’ a chairtoo. He tiled it The big #7 ABOVE:
Dezxter Lowis soars high with fus disc grinder,
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more Sedro Wooley photos

Pater Wiank

Paster Wiari

TOP LEFT: Phi Finton rests after a2 jobr well donie. TOP RIGHT:
Contest orgamizer, Hocky MacArthur gets starfed on his piece.
ABOVE: A loggers varsion of Gulifver, canved by Fred Bero,
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S CHAIN BAR
(jillF:"' REPAIRING

5425 SE Johnson Creek Bivd., = Pordand, OR = 97222

Custom Bar Manufacturing
and Complete Repair Service

Bill Davenport 503/ 774-4266

CARVING BARS

ﬂﬂ‘n

12 $60
14 $64
16 $68
18" $72

Chpartar tip or Dime T
{Dima Tip far 1 7 4 pitch Chain onkd)

Beginnens Sgecial
Poulan Pro 250E Electric Chainsaw
14" Quarter tip Carving Bar and Chain
Low profile 3/8 chain for a low
$165-complete
other electric models available

New Armorplate Carving Bars

Hardens as you use it and doesn't get brittlel

Bill Davenport 503/ 774-4266
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ART PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Mational Museum of Women in the Ars: 1| a woman adist has
had one solo exhibdlion she i5 quadifked to be includad in the
MNBIW A Library and Research Center's Archives on Wormen Arists
It iz us=sd by &t historians, artists, students and musewm staff, A
510 fee is requined to establish a file, Call 2027 T83-5000.

Air Powared Stone Carving Sets: Everything you need lo get
siarted at a special kit price of 3375, Trow and Holden Co. 800
457-434%,

Posteards: Bomerang Laser, 360-341-4420, Black & Whits photo
postoands, 2000=5104, S000=F180. Muliple Designs avaiizbla in
fhe same printing

Phote Celor Business Cards: Great Amencan Printing Go, 1000
Full codor business cards, 557.95, 1/ 800-440-2388.

Slandard Abrasives: All kinds of sanding stuff, incloding sanding
cones, 1-818-718-7O070.

Pronto Tools  For sculpture, 1-B05-643-5432 Ventura, CA

OPPORTUNITIES

ON-LIME fnk o art collectors workdwide. For more infomation
call Artspeaks at 1-800-222-0402

CALL FOR ARTISTS: The Seattle Ars Commission is seeking
antist for four new public art projects, The projects include a
commissioned artwark al the City's new Water Quality Lak; a
commisgioned work at the park at 5%h and Phinney and maene, All
have vanous budgets, deadlines, and eligibility. For prospectus
cafl Seallle Ads Commission at 206 684-7171

BETTY BOWEN AWARDS: Jury awards for amerging 2 & 3-0
arfst in WA, OR, 1D, Send slides of 6 pleces, mask beckground i
ickl H., SAM, POB 22000, Saatila, Wa 88122, Deadiing,

Unetear,

EMERGENCY ASSISTANGE: Available to (painter'soulptors)
arfisls working in mature career phasa for 10+ years, whaose needs
ara recult of unforeeen, catastropie inceident. typical grant 54000,
For application; Goftieb Foundatson Inc. 380 West Broadway,
NY, WY, 10012

PUBLICATIONS

Aris Council of Snohomish County’s, Washington State,
Opporfunites for Arfists, 2067 258-0380

WoodWarker West, A bi-monthly publication to promote
crafismanship in woodwarking throughout the Westem LS. 3106
358-5031, email edifor@woeodwest.com

Givp efals; National Woodcaners magazine $11 a year. PO Box
43218, Cincinnat, OH 45243

Soulpture Momhwest: s publshed bimonthly By e Norveest
Stone Sculptoras Association, a Washinglon State nonproil
professional organization. Membership is 34004, Newaletier
subsciiptions only $20 425/ 77R-6152.

Woodcaning Mustrated, 1-800-457-3112, $23.80 per year

71-800...ETC.

Bailey's, A good line of carving fools, 1-800-3BAILEY
Grizzly Tools East 1-800-523-4777 or West 1-800-841-58537
Hugguarna Chamsaws 1-800-438-7297

Stihl Chaimsaws 7-800-43 BTIHL

King Arthur's Tools Chainsaw canving fools, aifschments for
grinders 1-800-042-1300

Lab Safety & Supply Safety Equipment 1-B00-356-0783
Van Dyke’s Taxiderny supplies, ayes, sic. 1-800-843-3320
MISC Indusirial Supmly Catolog 1-800-645-7270

GranQuartz Stone canving equipment and other carving tools, 1-
B00-458-g222

FULL COLOR POSTCARDS frorm Modemn Poslcards lor 585 for 500
copies, 1-B00-355-8365,

SQURCES FOR 14 PITCH SPROCKETS

Hawkins Bros. Service Genler Fowlan, Homealita, Hirsguana,
£73-588.4731, Daye, 573-9B83-2441, Evanings

Bailey's Catalogue 1-B00-3BAILEY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY Jduly 10, 11, Tupper Lake, New York,
contact Hal Macintosh, 800/ 840-5871

July 24, Mouniain Mania Days at ML St Helens, WA,
contact, Kerny Hargand, 360/ 425-5024

AUGUST Aug. 5 -8, 10th Annual International Chain
Saw Canving Comlast, Tha Big One! at Wesipor,
Washingten. Thame: nautical. Contact Steve Backus 2360
579-3574. 36500 In prize monay.

SEPTEMBER Michigan Chainsaw Carving
Championship, Sapt. 18-19, Oscada Michigan. For
Information call 1-800-235-4625/

OCTOBER 2nd annual Morthern California Chainsaw
Sculpture Champicnship, Peint Arena, Califernia. Good
prize money, Theme: Grapes, wine or nautical, For
infarmation write to: Nyal Thomas, PO Box 836, Poinl
Arena, CA 595468,
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Membership Application

Gascade Chainsaw Sculptors Gulld was founded In 1983 with the parpese of prometing public and private awareness of chainsaw
work as an art form, provide trads information, and 1o foster a collaboration of energy among members. Annaeal membership dues are
$20.00 (S Funds) Dues pay for the bimanthly newskstier The Casting Edge, other maifings, and expenss of the CCSG, Dues are col-

lectad in January for the currant year. To join, please redurmn this form and your duees o the Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Gaild,
8000 Scatchel Head Rd., Cliston, WA 98236,

New Member___ Renewal___ Mame

Address Phaome Fax Email
City, State, Zip

To get to know you please complate the following:

Years sculpting with a saw? Type of wood and slze:

My best types of work are:

Youam: Fulltimecarver  Parllime carver____ Novice-Remarks/

Coam-

ments

ADVERTISING RATES

YOUR GHAIN SAW CARVING
nmms

* Woodsman 127 Bar 863.00
F or mors (ea) £8.00

= Echo Garving Fackags

* Makia Electric Packaga

= Canving Chain

GOOD RATES!!

O 5135 DIRECT MARKETING!!
mﬁmﬁnmm * 30 Minute "How To"

With DBezenne m C T, FULL PAGE 5100
ORDER TOLL FREE — We Il Ship You ASAP AAETER PACE 2

1 —Bun-322—453 5 TEXT Cﬁﬂgiﬁﬂcﬂﬁrﬁnﬁg words
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CLICKIN

Chainsaw Sculpture
Contest & Auction Schedule

http-ifwesw.angelfire. comiwalredwoodsigns/chainsaw.htmil

by Erl Syverstad, Sign carver

CARVE or STARVE

MAY/JUNE 1999

Fun’t forget to send in your
dues for 1999.

The Cutting Edge
Jessie Groeschen
612 Osprey Lane, Freeland, WA
8249, Fax 360/ 331-5150,
Flease call first. Phone: Jessie
roeschen 360/ 331-5150.
Mext lssue: soon, send in your
tories, tips, photos, etc.

5612 Osprey Lane
Freeland, WA 58249




